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* 

AMERICANS  Ilf  EtTfiOPE. 


In  as  few  words  as  possible,  I  would  invite  my 
ctmntfytiidti  abroad  atid  ftt  hmne  td  femisider  the 
existing  elements  of  American  prosperity^  itt  ca^ 
ptttison  with  the  position  of  European  countries ;  and 

whU©  I  ooiifesg  tlmt  we  hftve  beeri,  of  late  years, 
Iflttniiif  towards  something  very  like  Hdihiratioii  for 
their  Governments,  I  hofle  a  few  suggestions  may 
iadudO  tk  vme  MwmhU  view  of  our  own  insti- 
tutions. 

A»  tlie  most  intimately  allied  by  bonds  of  commerce, 
Bnghttid  nttltl^ally  filto  the  first  rank  in  our  exami- 
nation. Beyond  conifil^leiftl  boiiddj  I  not  prepatted 
tb  say  that  alliance  is  as  intimate  or  as  cordial  as 
m  liate  ifltifed  England  to  make  it ;  but  at  the 
same  llffiej  I  iieither  advocate  nor  pta^m  B^  ehmt 
relations  with  the  Continental  countries  of  Eurd])e. 
My  b^i^  is  that  we  have  suffered  materially 
dimng  the  |)a8t  ten  yea«  frottt  tob  mudb  eoMkllt^ 
on  the  part  of  these  countries,  and  that  many  of  our 
greatest  etib  are  directly  attributable  to  emigration 
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from  the  most  useless  classes  of  European  Continental 
populations. 

Let  uSy  in  the  first  instance,  confess  our  own 
failings;  and  we  may  then  with  the  advantage  of 
more  experience  examiiie  the  weakness  that  these 
countries  present,  and  he  hotter  fitted  to  weigh  the 
relative  merits  of  the  people  on  the  two  sides  of  the 
Atlantic. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  in  liis  Letters 

to  the  President,"  gives  us,  in  that  of  Decemher 
30th,  1857,  a  resume  of  our  sins  sufficiently  offen- 
sive  to  our  pride  to  gratify  the  severest  European 
critics  on  American  institutions,  and  still  sufficiently 
true,  making  allowance  for  some  political  hias  on 
Mr.  Carey's  part,  to  be'  acceptable  as  a  desmption 
of  dangers  that  we  may  have  to  battle  with  in  the 
future,  if  we  have  not  already  arrived  on  the  field : — 

Such  being  the  state  of  things  in  Northern,  we 
may  now  look  to  Central  Europe,  in  regard  to  which 
I  myself,  Mr.  President,  can  speak.    Go  where  the 
traveller  may,  he  finds,  among  thoughtful  men — 
among  those  who  had  hoped  to  find  in  this  Western 
World  the  realization  of  their  brightest  hopes  in 
regard  to  man's  onward  progress — a  growing  doubt 
in  reference  to  our  future.   Anxiously  do  they  look 
across  the  ocean,  dreading  to  hear  of  new  and  more 
alarming  riots — new  civil  wars — ^new  violations  of 
local  rights  —  new  mkraudii^   expeditions — new" 
aggressive  wars.    Ten  years  since,  all  was  different. 
They  would,  then,  have  regarded  as  a  false  prophet 
1^6  man  who  had  predicted : — 

That,  at  the  dose  of  a  single  decade,  the  regular 


expenditures  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  a  time  of 
peace,  would  reach  seventy  millions  of  dollars — being 
five  times  more  than  they  had  been  but  thirty  years 

before : 

That  the  recipients  of  this  large  amount,  whether 
contractors,  clerks,  or  postmasters,  would  be  held 
liable  for  the  payment  of  a  formal  and  regular  assess- 
ment, to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  in  office  of 
ike  men  by  whom  they  had  be^  appointed,  or  those 
by  whom  the  contracts  had  been  made : 

That  payment  of  thes^  assessments  would  be 
made  the  condition  upon  which  their  own  continaaaoe 
in  office  should  depend :  j 

"  That,  coincident  with  these  demands  upon  the 
empU^6»  of  the  Government,  all  salaries  would  be 
largely  raised ;  and  that,  thp,  the  treasury  should  be 
heavily  taxed  for  purely  party  purposes  and  for  the 
prcnnotion  of  private  interests : 

That  centralization  woiild  be  so  far  perfected,  as 
to  enable  the  Executive  to  dictate  to  a  body  of 
officials,  sixty  or  eighty  thousand  in  number,  all 
their  modes  of  thought  in .  refiMrence  to  questions  of 
public  interest :  t 

"  That  a  constantly  growing  difficulty  of  obtaining 
— ^independent  of  the  Govemm^t  —  the  means  of 
support,  and  constant  increase  in  the  rewards  ol 
public  service,  would  he  attended  with  corresponding 
increase  in  the  number  of  daimants  for  office,  and  in 
iJjeir  subservience  to  the  men  at  whose  pleasure  o^oes 
were  held : 

That  the  Executive  would  dictate  to  members  <^ 
Congress  what  should  be  their  course,  and  publicly 


advertise  (Msm  i\mt>  wsim  to  be  givau  to  ttod 
whose  votes  should  be  in  accordance  with  its  desires  t 
M  That  the  growing  misntal  slavery  thus  indicated 
would  be  attended  by  c<»rregponding  growth  in  Dm 
belief  that  '  one  Qjf  the  chief  bulwarks  of  our  insti- 
tutions *  was  to  be  found  in  the  physical  enslavement 

That  tht  extimaon  of  the  area  of  human  slavery 
would  have  become  the  primary  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that,  mth  i^at  view,  the  great  Ovdinanoe 
of  17^9  as  carried  out  iik  the  Missouri  Qpmpromise, 
would  be  repealed :  ^ 

That,  for  the  promotion  of  this  o^ect^  the  l^ea* 

with  the  poor  reimiaats  the  native  triheft  would 
all  be  violated : 

That,  with  the  same  end  in  view,  wars  would  he 
wade,  pivaey  ^ioouraged,  and  territories  pusehased : 

"  That  the  Executive  power  woul4  so  far  have 
grown  as  to  enable  it  to  adopt  measures  provocative 

^  nm  with  th0  view  to  tbt  «palift^n  Qi>  tbo  weaker 

a§ighbours  of  the  Union; 

**  That  it  would  be  officially  deciared  that  might 
makes  right,  and  that,  if  a  neighbouri^  l^mrm  re^ 

fused  to  gell  the  territory  whose  possessioa  was 
desired,  the  Union  would  then  be  justi^ed  in 
i^i^aig  its 

^*  Th^t  the  rerc^QAing  of  the  il»ye       would  hf 

publicly  ailvocated,  and  that  the  first  ^tep  towards 
its  accom^ishoMiit  would  be  taken  «  citi^sen  <»f 
the  United  States,  in  rescinding  aU  the  prohij^itioof) 

of  the  Central  American  Governments : 

ffThat  i^e  piTofaibittoQ     ftUkvery  in  a  Ceptr&l 


^  the  rejectipi}  of  a  treaty  : 
"  That  the  substitution,  throughout  all  the  ipinor 

employw^  of  SQciely,  pf  %       9^  tbe 

would  be  publicly  rgpgmfn^pd^^  by 
^ecutive  of  a  leading  State : 

That,  while  always  feekiog  tomtpry  m  ^  SoK^tlf 
*#.  imm^  P/  %  B^ople  wfii^d  be  bar- 

tered aw4y  $or  the  iole  and  exclusiye  purpose  pf 
preventing  aon^ation  io  t^e  Nprt^h ; 

^^^liiftli  itWQUJ4  b^  4e0aE§d  that  the  free  i^^viga- 
tion  of  Brazilian  rivers  was  to  ^  ebjajned,  *  ^ip^bly 
if  it  could,  forcibly  if  it  must  : ' 

r  *Mb*ti^ft9  efet  W9M  W-b^  ^«^»  ^^^^ 
^JienatiQS  of  {Jjg  ot]^§v  ^omm^m  9^  ^  WiifrFfi 
worid: 

t^Heft  alpipjt  mlknlj  m^^^  t^e  cojitrQl  of  ftpig^tioTi, 
railroad,  ^d  otiier  trs^isportation  companies;  mi 

^t  l6i^tor«        ]mg^^  m^v^^  wiih  ^w. 

managers  in  the  profits  of  enormous  grants  of  l^pne^ 
^d  of  public  lands : 

M       th^rt  wQHld  bm^i^  a  '  tbird  1mm  9f 

Qeegress,'  composed  of  lp])l^  jpembers,  and  embri|Sfl|f 


M 

W©fidl  of  Cpteipl  Penton,  *  with  the  means  refi^pired 
for  coi|C|ljjiting  ineTObers  and  combining  interests,* 

and  thus  securing  the  passage    alniost  m]f  biU*  ^ 

\9  pay  ' 

"  That  centr^fea^iQli  WPhW  ^  %         groFPt  ^ 


to  have  caused  the  expenditures  of  a  single  city  to 
almost  equal  those  of  the  Federal  Government  hut 
thirty  years  ago : 

"That  the  expenditure  of  city  revenues  and  the 
maintenance  of  public  order  would  be  in  the  hands 
of  magistrates,  many  of  whom  would  he  regarded  as 
worthy  only  of  the  penitentiary  : 

"That  the  contest  for  the  distribution  of  those 
revenues  would  hecome  ^o  fierce  as  to  cause  the 
purchase  of  votes  to  an  extent,  and  at  a  price  before 
unknown ;  and  that  elections  would  be  carried  on  by 
means  of  bowie-knives,  pistols,  and  even  by  aid  oi 
cannon: 

"  That  manners,  morals,  or  intellect  would  cease  to 
be  deemed  essential  to  the  representation  of  the^Union 
at  foreign  Courts : 

"  That  religious  discord  would  so  far  have  grown, 
that  the  question  of  the  private  opinions  of  a  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency,  in  regard  to  matters  of 
religious  faith,  would  be  discussed  throughout  the 
Union : 

"That  the  discord  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  portions  of  the  Union  would  have  reached 
the  point  of  civil  wai',  attended  with  a  growing  dis- 
position in  its  various  portions  to  look  complacently 
upon  the  idea  of  dissolution:  and,  finally, 

"  That  Germany,  divided  and  distracted  as  it  was 
before  the  formation  of  the  Zolverein,  was  likely  to  be 
reproduced  in  this  Western  world — ^the  Union  tid- 
ing steadily  towards  a  dissolution,  the  result  of  which 
would  be  that  the  several  fragments  would  become 
mere  tools  in  the  hands  of  other  Powers, 
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**  This  is  a  gloomy  picture,  and  yet  it  is  a  true  one; 
Not  one  of  these  things  would,  a  few  years  since,  have 
been  believed  to  be  of  possible  occurrence ;  and  yet, 
with  the  exception  of  this  last,  they  are,  one  and  all, 
now  matters  of  history." 

Ablj  reader  at  idi  conversant  with  America  will 
discover  truth  in  every  paragraph  of  Mr.  Carey's 
attack  \  but  while  truth  is  his  text,  nearly  every  para- 
graph also  is  indebted  to  eiag^ration  for  its  principal 
bulk.  Our  object  is,  however,  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  small  beginnings  will  ii^vitably  end  in  all  the  filth 
that  he  attaches  to  us,  unkfeis  we  can  trace  their  origin 
and  check  the  stream.  My  conviction  is,  that  we  are 
indebted  to  Europe  tor  part  of  the  odium,  in  conse- 
quence of  many  of  our  American  citizens  n^lecting 
their  duty,  and  retiring  from  contact  in  elections 
with  the  brutal  population  that  these  countries  have 
thrown  on  our  shores ;  and  part  of  my  object  herein 
is  to  express  the  hope  that  in  good  time  this  may 
change,  and  that  those  Americans  whose  experience 
has  taught  them  how  far  superior  our  populations 
are  to  those  of  Europe,  in  point  of  religion,  charity, 
morality,  and  general  well-being  of  the  masses,  will 
filid  it  their  duty,  on  returning  to  their  own  country, 
to  use  eyery  exertion  to  ir^der  the  vicious  Govern- 
ment described  by  Mr.  Carey  worthy  of  the  people 
over  whom  it  presides. 

Our  history  in  particvdar,  and  the  history  of  Eu- 
rope during  the  past  tea.  years,  teaches  us  that  our 
form  of  government  requiies  all  the  powers  of  educa- 
tion, intelligence,  and  nunrality  among  the  people  to 
insure  its  stability  in  the  £orm  it  originally  professed ; 
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^  il)  k  fV^t^  ,lM»pel#ss,  if,  as  it  BOW  appears,  the 
elections  are  to  be  turned  .by  Qhm»  §m^^;^Jfm 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  dofafd  qf  all  those  attributes, 
ami  who  have  left  their  own  countries  because  they 
had  become  worthless  meqdberg  of  the  ($Q(mi»»^y  1l9 
fUch  they  belonged.  quite  re^dy  to  aOffiit, 

an4  with  satisfaction,  that  our  Government  must 

iiep^^sa^ily  he  «^oii©  or  Jk«s  vulgar,  being  of  the 

vulgar  J  but  the  wQrd  parties  np  p^imp  with  it,  ^q 
long  as  we  admit  no  want  of  morality  or  intelli- 
gence ^  necessary  «4itrihttle»  of  those  classes,  awl 
we  remember  th^t  energy  a»d  e|iterpri§§  gp  ^4 
band  with  the  so-called  vulgar.  My  suppQ^itipii  is, 
tb^t  we  shall,  and  em  long,  find  American  public 
opinioix  ^tro^  §nojjgb  to  e^ude  foreig»§rs  firoift  QWf 
ballot;  and  meanwhile  'it  is  hppefully  refreshing  to 
tol,  as  we  all  do  in  Europe,  that  we  are  so  far 

4p^^ml^4  iw     ey§s  of  tbe  ^eeple  m  tbeg§  parts  tb»l 

we  may  hope  for  some  tiujp  to  come  to  be  dppriy^d 
pf  the  privilege  of  supporting  their  refuse  pa^uper 


Had  I  not  i^nposed  upon  mygelf  the  dgterminatiw 
writing  a  pamphlet  small  enough  to  r§quirip  little 
im^  ift  ^Q^dii^  the  mhi»^  of  Skmey  ia  Amerkfi 
ought  to  for^  p9i:t  pf  it  i  hut  the  tQpia  is  as  ipex, 

haustible  as  the  fact  ii!  unfortunate  and  regrettable 
in  our  system^  Were  it  not  so  directly  supported  by 
Epjfljsh  capital,  and  go  ppsitive  aft  ele^eftt  i»  the 
presenl  English  system  of  political  economy,  one  of 


nr» 

M 

I* 

would  be  removed*  I  ^uppoge  there  is  no  statesingp 
in  gngl§pd  biit  will  admit,  that  Engl^  c^p  lesg 
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ad&rd  to  dispense  with  our  slave  labour  than  we  can 
ourselves  ;  and  that  torday  she  is  suiictfiiiUy  awake 

to  the  mistake  of  the  great  visionary  who  for  so 
ffiany  years  has  been  known  as  the  philaatbropist 
^ilbatforce,  oot  to  K^eat^  if  she  bad  the  poww,  her 
ej^periment»  xiotwithstanding  the  high  moral  standard 
in  argument  of  the  British  periodicals  (first  and 
IsmKUSiiA  Th^  !7liffief  newspaper)  wImhi  an  opportimity 
offers  for  covering  us  under  Uncle  Tout's  Cabin  1  ^ 
Our  second  grand  misfortune  in  connection  with 
Mmwy  is  the  intemperate  manner  in  wbicb 
biiiidle  the  subject  among  ourselvesi  A  system  tliil 
has  had  no  good  effect  for  the  negro  up  to  this  point 
-^thttt,  on  the  contrary,  has  induced  more  sevore  di»> 
cipline  and  lets  eduealic^  binb«*4b«li  has  iorcfld 
the  Southern  plapter  to  invade  Northern  rigbt^^  W 
connection  with  the  qoMtion,  in  8df-4efence^-4wi 
%amrtk  the  natural  pawor  of  mai^s-rosiateiiioe  t» 
doing  good  under  compulsion,  into  the  scale  agai^^t 
Ibe  abolition  of  slavery: — ^and  meanwhile,  those- who 
m  toiUiar  with  the  B»tiir»l  <di«i«oter  of  tbe  peoplo 
(d  the  ^utb,  believe  that  they  were  quietly  drif^ 

into  minority  before  the  superior  energy  of  the  North, 
and  if  not  aiwaJmid  and  distorbad  by  indiaeroot 
interference,  would  have  lou&d  the  qumtim  (^slm^ 

beyond  theif  control  in  Congress,  in  good  time 
^ther  to  be  continued  with  strong  protection  for  the 
black*  or  abolished  altogether-  This  bitter  ab^Mm 

might  be  opposed  on  many  grounds  by  all  parties; 
had  it  not  become  a  poiiHeal  question,  in  consequence 

of  the  maanurea  of  partki»in  Ajnerioa  moro  r^kable 

for  their  own  "  mojality*^  tiran  far  their  toowl^dge  of 


IS 

history  of  the  past,  or  intimate  acquaintance  witk 
the  aflfeirs  of  the  world  they  live  in.  . 

While  confessing  our  sins,  I  must  fill  the  measure 
with  the  following  quotation  from  Mr.  John  B. 
Ireland's  "  Wail-Street  to  Cashmere,"  just  published; 
and  every  American  traveller  will  recognise  the  type 
of  our  foreign  representation,  although  his  experience 
may  not  have  made  him  familiar  with  the  individual 
examples  held  up,  as  follows : — 

"  The  great  railway  to  Moscow  is  in  charge  of 
Americans;  the  Emperor- has  much  confidence  in 
them,  and  it's  pleasant  to  know  that  some  of  them 
aire  creditable — the  diplomats  are  rarely  so,  except 

to  England  and  France.   ,  Chargi  to  Sweden, 

defrauded  the  Government,  and  left  without  paying 

Ms  private  debts.    At  this  Court,  ■  behaved  so 

rudely  to  the  Court,  that  his  recall  or'  absence  was 

requested.   ,  our  late  Minister  here,  had  three 

appointments  to  present  his  credentials,  and  every 
time  too  drunk  to  keep  them ;  «  .  .  .  and  when  he 
did  get  them,  made  a  long  hai*angue  to  the  Emperor. 
He  was  so  constantly  engaged  in  low  debauchery  that 
I  m  told  a  letter  was  written  to  General  Taylor 
requesting  his  recall,  or  that  otherwise  the  Emperor 
would  be  compelled  to  give  him  his  passport.  One 
of  the  secretaries,  who  was  left  as  Charge,  went  armed 
to  the  ball  given  on  the  marriage  of  the  Crown 
Prince,  and  getting  drunk,  swore  he'd  shoot  any  one 

who  attempted  to  remove  him.   ,  in  Prussia, 

was  di-unk  most  of  the  time — left  in  debt  to  every 
one,  and  murdered  his  brother-in-law  when  he  got 
home,  for  greater  ecUU,  The  man  who  was  sent  over 
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with  the  ratification  of  the  Oregon  Treaty  stopped 
at  Liverpool  for  a  *  spree.'  Our  Minister,  after  hear- 
ing of  his  arrival,  waited  three  days,  and  th^  sent  to 
liverpool;  he  was  there  found  in  a  low  groggery, 
beastly  intoxicated,  with  jihe  treaty  in  his  pocket. 

In  Italy,  President   ^s  brother  disgraced  the 

country  and  himself,  if  possible  The  man 

sent  to  succeed  him,  I  heard,  was  drunk  all  the  time 
he  was  there  ;  besides  lots     others  I  could  mentumT 
Mr.  Carey  and  Mr.  Ireland  together,  giv«  us  an 
example,  perhaps  exaggerated,  of  one  effect  of  govern- 
ment originating  with  the  people ;  but  while  we  will 
believe  that  more  effort  cm^  the  part  of  those  among 
us  who  really  claim  to  be  Americaus»  will  correct  in 
a  great  measure  such  disgraces,  we  claim  positively  . 
to-day  more  prosperity,  more  general  education,  mote 
power,  a  standard  of  morality  at  least  equal  to 
England,  and  superior  to  any  other  country  in  Europe, 
and  a  future  that  promises  to  place  us  alwafB  in 
advance  of  others,  if  we  can  by  any  possibility  reduce 
the  present  power  of  Aliens  in  our  ballot. 

My  limits  admit  of  no  statistical  reports.  I  believe 
they  are  too  familiar  to  ^qur  friends  in  England  to 
require  reference,  in  matters  of  churches,  public  school 
funds,  food,  manufieu^ures,  'and  shipping.  Such  ia&ip- 
matiou  upon  elements  of  our  progress  should  awaloeii 
all  Americans  to  a  sense  .of  the  stake  they  have^at 
issue,  and  induce  them  to  p^t  the  shoulder  to  tiie  wheel 
at  home,  instead  of  quietly  submitting  to  a  xv^  of 
losing  all  the  inestimable  blessings  that  we  un- 
'doubtedly  enjoy  over  any  nation  on  the  earth. 

Having  suggested  what  is  required  at  homei  I 
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must  gknee  At  the  indttc^Dont  that  we  to 

so  abroad. 

I  have  never  heard  one  of  my  countiymen  express 
a  wish  to  he  a  subject  of  any  petty  Geftnan  Prince, 
of  his  extreme  highness  oi  Austria,  whom  aU  the 
world  condemn  now  he  is  iv hipped,  or  even  "  our 
AUf,"  at  the  head- of  ^1  the  Russias;  but  England 
audi'rance  offer  an  asylum  to  so  many  irf  our  eoitntry^ 
ilien  from  the  horrors  of  bowie-knives  and  hcandy- 
aaashes)  who  half  adof^t  these  countries  (at  least  in 
aiigument),  tteikt  I  thifik  wte  shoidd  examiiie  ill  a  §m 
words,  the  superior  benefits  they  offer  to  us* 

J&  re^MTing  to  our  country,  I  have  assumed  that 
our  virtues  are  su&^ealiLyikfiowii,  wad  ham  iktOi  hen* 
tated  to  lay  bare  our  vic^.  In  writing  of  England 
and  France^  I  also  hold  that  we  are  all  familiar  with 
the  honesty  of  all  the  lespeetable  dasses^^the  noble 
pride,  energetic  enterprise*  and  industry  of  the  middle 
ranks — the  patriotism  of  the  nobility,  and  the  in* 
doQlitahle  courage  of  these  men  Who  fought  the  late 
battles  in  India,  and  previoualy  ih  the  Crimea,  for  tile 
former  country ;  while  we  have  had  equal  experience 
of  the  intelligenee^  the  patriotism,  aaii  the  courage 
that  have  just  now  been  '^q^layed  in  Italy.  (The 
greatest  praise  that  can  be  said  of  the  latter,  is 
that  it  is^fuailed  the  British  1art)ops  at  Delhi  and 
Ludknow  $  and  no  French  officer  who  has  studied  ike 
Indian  war  believes  in  greatusr  courage  than  was  thm 
exhibited.) 

3ttt|  in  ctmsidearifig  these  two  oountHes  Imd  peo^ 
pies  in  con^arison  with  our  own^  we  requixe  to  be 
^reminded  of  their  failings  and  misfortuues. 
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Bl  BUgland,  to-day,  can  we,  as  Americans,  look 
forward  with  one-half  the  hope  and  confidence  that  we 
can  in  our  own  country?  Are  not  our  failings,  as 
detilish  as  they  may  be,  of  a  character  to  be  Removed 
iii  Hk  gtesA  measure  by  a  single  election  ?  We  may  be 
in  so  desperate  a  state  a&  to  induce  a  great  reform  and 
reaction  at  the  end  of  our  present  "  Ostend  Con- 
forenoe"  Administratioii,  for  elcample!  But 
England's  evils  of  a  nature  that  can  be  touched 
roughly  ?  Is  she  in  a  position  that  bears  handling  ? 
From,  hdt  diplotfMicy  during  the  past  six  indnthg,  ofie 
tnight  easily  imagine  that  she  had  received  her  Mker 
previous  to  undergoing  the  operation,  but  unfor- 
kttateiy  some  of  the  ilk  are  of  a  nature  that  incui* 
great  risk  in  th^  pi^ocess.    After  the  profound  er»>f 

of  separating  herself  from  Eussia  by  a  war  founded 
dtt  antiquated  ideas  of  the  days  of  the  Wellesley  s 
diploiMCy  as  regards  IndiA,  and  hence  bitiding  hei^If 
in  Napoleonic  bonds,  she  only  waits  the  moment  when 
the  latter  might  have  been  changed  into  a  positive 
position  of  equality  (and  making  With  Russia  blie  of 
a  tri-partite  friendly  aUiance),  by  taking  up  the 
Italian  question  jointly  with  these  two  countries,  to 
pl^ve  to  France  that  she  had  at  last  aWakeited  to  Im 
past  danger,  but  was  not  sufficiently  awake  the  new 
position  to  avail  herself  of  what  Napoleon  offered  her 
tfaftttd^  Of  the  pt^fki  y^.  I  hold  that  Eitg^ 
hmd's  position  to-day  is  not  a  safe  one.  I  hold  that 
she  stands  a  mark  for  every  country  in  Europe  to 
point  at  as  the  probahle  lifixt  object  of  Napoleons 
measUlfes :  I  won^t  say  his  military  attack ;  but  for 
his  diplomatic  war,  that  England  has  brought  on  hei^- 
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self  by  her  persistence  during  the  past  six  months  in 
doing  her  best  to  thwart  his  objects,  after  having 
decUned  his  invitation  to  join  in  a  cause  that  was 
essential  to  preserve  Europe  from  renewal  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war  of  1848,  and  which  she  has  professed 
herself  most  anxious  to  accomplish.    By  a  "  diplo- 
matic war  "  I  mean  to  say  that  Napoleon  will  teach  us 
all,  during  the  coming  twelve  months,  that  England  has 
been  quite  in  earnest  in  her  prayer  for  *'  neutrality," 
so  continually  and  mmecessanly  published  to  all  the 
world.    What  is  the  cause  of  our  glorious  old  Eng- 
land arriving  at  the  verge  of  that  course  of  trials 
which  her  present  leaders  are  the  first  to  know  she  is 
approaching  ?    It  is  truly  because  there  exists  still 
enough  of  the  blind  conservatism  in  that  country 
to  carry  with  it  a  fair  chance  of  the  policy  of  Pitt's 
administration  and  that  nest-egg  which  he  left  as 
a  heritage  in  the  debt,  being  hatched  in  our  day, 
notwithstanding  the  immensely  powerful  counter- 
acting elements  in  communities  like  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  and  Liverpool. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  The  Times  newspaper  is  the 
indicator  of  the  public  majority ;  the  House  of  Com- 
mons showed  that  plainly  enough,  up  to  the  moment 
when  Napoleon  crossed  the  "  Mincio : "  but  then  it  was 
necessary  to  cease  the  abuse  of  Napoleon  personally, 
and  change  a  Government  that  was  fast  opposing  him 
in  diplomacy.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  change 
came  soon  enough.  What  is  the  indication,  when  we  . 
learn  that  forty-eight  hours  after  the  "  Armistice  it 
was  only  known  to  Lord  John  Kussell  through  the 
oolumns  of  the  Monitmr  f 


